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Children of Abraham / Children of God 
Lenten Service 
 

 
A couple of years ago I posed a question to the middle school youth group on Wednesday 

night.  “Do you believe in Jesus?”  It was intended as a serious question… one with life-
changing implications.  “Raise your hand if you believe in Jesus?”  EVERY single person in the 

room of about 70  6
th
, 7

th
, and 8

th
 graders raised their hand.  I remember thinking initially: 

“REALLY!  All of you believe in Jesus!  Okay… nothing more to say… let’s go home!  Awesome!  

Jeremy, you are such a great youth pastor!”  Of course we did not go home that night… we 
still had the remainder of the lesson to go.  That was just the opening question. 

 
In the year or so since then, I have pondered their response to that question.  “Do they really 

all believe in Jesus?”  “Is that possible?”  “It doesn’t seem like they all believe in Jesus?”  “Do 
they know what ‘believing in Jesus’ means?”  “Maybe it is really possib le that these young 

adolescents believe in Jesus and I need to get with the program.”  I’ve thought: “Maybe all 
children ‘believe in Jesus’”  “Maybe we stop really believing in Jesus as we get older.”  “Maybe 

we grow out of belief.”  “Maybe we grow out of faith.” 
 

Well that would explain a wide-spread phenomenon of older high school students, college age 
students, and a swath of young adults in their 20’s don’t come to church or participate in a 

faith community.  Maybe they matured beyond belief.  Maybe they were enlightened. 
 

I don’t know.  All I know is that all of the middle school students that are touched through the 
youth ministries at Hayward Wesleyan Church are totally evangelized!  Hallelu jah!  They are 

saved. 
 
They say that they believe in Jesus.  But are they?  What a sadistic question!  Who am I… who 

are we… to question the faith of a child?  Isn’t God and God alone the judge of people’s 
hearts?  Can’t only God see the inside of a person’s soul?  Don’t we often try to play God?  

Interesting. 
 

It seems, then, if I can conclude anything at all from my pondering of this question, that I (or 
we) can learn a lot from a middle school student!  Interesting.  I interact with middle school 

students a lot and I don’t see much that I can (or want) to learn from.  But I think in the 
realm of belief… pure, innocent, unpolluted belief… we can learn a lot from children. 

 
In preparation for today’s lesson, I looked up the biblical references to “children”.  There are 

410 references with the word “children” located.  Now the vast majority of these references 
refer to “and this person bore children” or “all of the women and children” stuff like that.  

There are only about 20-30 instances where the word “children” is theologically and biblically 
important 
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A couple “children” references speak about when kids ask important questions like: “Mom, 
Dad, what does this ceremony mean to you?” (Exod 12:26) or “Mom, Dad, what do those 

stones mean?” (Josh 4:6).  Meaning: “Mom, Dad, what is communion?  And why do we do it?”  
“Mom, Dad, why do we go to church?” 

 
Four “children” references tell us about “…punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to 

the third and fourth generation…” (Exod 20:5; 34:7; Num 14:18; and Deut 5:9)  Meaning: sin 
can be hereditary and systemic… continually passed down from generation to generation. 

 
There’s a handful or two references to the teach-ability and innocence of children: “…your 

children who do not yet know good from bad…” (Deut 1:39).  “Impress them on your children.  
Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road…” (Deut 6:7).  

“Teach them to your children…” (Deut 11:2).  “Their children, who do not know this law, must 
hear it and learn to fear the LORD your God as long as you live in the land you are crossing 

the Jordan to possess” (Deut 31:13).  Through incredible powers of observation, it is 
interesting to note that most of these passages came from Deuteronomy.  From a spiritual 

development perspective, I would say that God was really interested at this time in the history 
of His “children”, His people, how they grew up and matured to be His special, chosen people.  

The very next book in the Bible has the Israelites moving into the Promised Land.  Do you 
think God was trying to tell His people something about how to raise children?  How to raise 

children who are to be like God?  I would say, YES.  (there are more references to teach-
ability in Psalms and throughout the prophets). 

 
 

In regard to the matter at hand: children of Abraham vs. children of God 
 

Children of Abraham 
• Matt 3:9 – And do not think you can say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' I tell you that 

out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 
• [repeat above] Luke 3:8 – Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to 

yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up 
children for Abraham. 

• John 8:39-40 - "If you were Abraham's children," said Jesus, "then you would do the things Abraham 
did. As it is, you are determined to k ill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. 
Abraham did not do such things. 

• Acts 13:26 - "Brothers, children of Abraham, and you God-fearing Gentiles, it is to us that this message 
of salvation has been sent. 

• Rom 9:7 - In other words, it is not the natural children who are God's children, but it is the children 
of the promise who are regarded as Abraham's offspring. 

• Gal 3:7 - Understand, then, that those who believe are children of Abraham. 
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Children of God 
• Deut 14:1 – You are the children of the LORD your God. 

• Luke 20:36 – and they can no longer die; for they are like the angels. They are God's children, since 
they are children of the resurrection. 

• John 1:12 - Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God— 

• John 1:13 - children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of 
God. 

• John 11:52 - and not only for that nation but also for the scattered children of God, to bring them 
together and make them one. 

• Rom 8:16-17 - The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. Now if we are 
children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in 

order that we may also share in his glory. 
• Rom 8:21 - that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the 

glorious freedom of the children of God. 
• Rom 9:8 - In other words, it is not the natural children who are God's children, but it is the children 

of the promise who are regarded as Abraham's offspring. 
• Phil 2:15 - so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and 

depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe 
• 1 John 3:1-2 - How great is the love the Father has lav ished on us, that we should be called children of 

God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Dear 
friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know 
that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 

• 1 John 3:10 - This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: 
Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother. 

• 1 John 5:2 - This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God and carry ing out his 
commands. 

• 1 John 5:19 - We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of 
the evil one. 

 

 
So what does this tell us? 

 
Children of Abraham people wore it as a badge of honor.  Much like a child who gets a sticker 

for doing good, sticks it on his chest, and then walks around pushing his chest out, making 
sure that everyone notices the sticker. 
 

Children of Abraham people traced themselves back to Abraham (the actual lineage of 
Abraham).  As a matter of fact, all Jews have Abraham as their great (x __) grandfather. 

 
Children of Abraham people were Israelites… Jews. 

 
Children of Abraham people were those who believed God and it was credited to them as 

righteousness.  To use modern Christian language… they were saved. 
 

Children of Abraham people, according to the Apostle Paul, were more specific: Only those 
who believed in God—His promises by faith—are children of Abraham.  Paul called them the 

children of promise.  In other words, just because you are culturally a Jew, that doesn’t make 
you a “child of promise.”  Just like being a cultural Christian in America doesn’t make one 

saved, declared a member of God’s family, and bound for the heavenly kingdom of God.  Only 
a “child of promise”… 
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Children of God people are picked by God. 
 

Children of God people are children of resurrection—new life. 
 

Children of God people are those who believe in Jesus.  Not naturally born, but born of God. 
 

Children of God people are scattered people of Israel. 
 

Children of God people are those who the Holy Spirit proclaims/testifies that we are God’s.  
That we belong to God. 

 
Children of God people are heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ.  Children who share in His 

glory as well as His sufferings. 
 

Children of God people are blameless and pure, without fault in a crooked, polluted world. 
 

Children of God people are associated with the God of heaven and earth. 
 

Children of God people do what is right.  Simple. 
 

Children of God people love God and love doing what He says.  Simple again. 
 

 
Perhaps children of Abraham went with the Old Testament and children of God go with the 

New Testament.  Maybe the way God worked with Israel was distinct.  And now the way that 
God works with the church is distinct through Jesus. 

 
Perhaps children of Abraham and children of God are the same—only one has Jesus and the 

other only had periodic glimpses or premonitions of Him. 
 

Perhaps we are all one, big happy family.  Children of Abraham and children of God.  All 
together fulfilling God’s dream of a world where people love Him and obey Him.  Pretty simple, 

eh? 
 
 

Which takes me back to my middle school pondering. 
 

Luke 10:21 
At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, "I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them 
to little children. Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure. 
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Maybe we can learn things from children. 
 

Maybe children can learn things from us. 
 

Maybe children can physically, emotionally, mentally, and socially grow up. 
But heaven forbid if they ever grow up spiritually. 

And heaven help us if we are the ones pushing children to grow up spiritually 
 

So, don’t grow up spiritually.  Remember, Jesus told us to have the faith of a child.  Does that 
mean that we can’t ask questions?  No way!  I ask unanswerable questions all the time.  Does 

that mean I am growing up spiritually?  Nope.  It means I am exercising my mind, allowing it 
to stretch to somehow miraculously bend or transform my vision of the world to be like God’s 

vision of the world. 
 

If you have grown up spiritually and faith and church life and stuff is kind of dead to you… I 
have a prescription for you: 

 
You need to hang around some kids.  There is nothing that will keep your faith young and 

healthy like being around an inquisitive child.  I would even let you hang around our children’s 
ministry kids if you needed to.  They are so fun.  They have such life.  They teach me a lot 

about God every week. 
 

So may this be your motto: God, I want to be just like you, when I grow down! 
 

Let’s pray! 
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Lenten ServiceLenten ServiceLenten ServiceLenten Service    
Wednesday, March 14, 2007 

 

 

Opening Prayer (heath) 

 

Song: “Rising of the Sun” (jeremy) 

 

Lord’s Prayer (ben) 

 

Song: “This Little Light of Mine” (loretta) 

 

Song: “Amazing Grace” (tim) 

 

Song: “Father Abraham” (jeremy) 

 

Message: Children of Abraham / Children of God (jeremy) 

 

Song: “Jesus Loves the Little Children” (jeremy) 

 

THE END 


