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Moses and the Exodus 
Exodus Series 
 

 
[video clip: Prince of Egypt—Red Sea crossing] 

 
[Jeremy comes out dressed as an old man—Moses—with a staff, possibly a walker, glasses, 

hat, wilderness dress, sandals, and an “old” voice] 
 

Monologue: 
 

Isn’t God awesome?!  That was so cool!  I was there, you know… 
 

My name is Moses.  I am 120 years-old.  And I lived through some of the events you have 
read in your Bibles. 

 
Pastor Jeremy sent me in here today because he thought I could do a better job than he could 

at telling you all about the Exodus from Egypt.  And he’s right, I can because I was there.  I 
saw it with my own eyes. 

 
But I don’t think that’s why Jeremy sent me in here… I think he’s scared of you.  Yeah, he’s 

used to people about half your size, and about 20 to 50 years younger… while those squirmy 
kids might freak you out, they don’t freak Jeremy out. 

 
Anyway, don’t tell him I said that! 

 
The Exodus… ah, such fond memories, and some sad ones, too.  I hear that last week Pastor 
Mark told you all about the Plagues.  Yeah? 

 
Yahweh (who you call “God”) kept telling me to tell Pharaoh something before each plague: 

• “By this you will know that I am Yahweh” (Exod. 7:17).  
• “…so that you may know there is no one like Yahweh your God” (Exod. 8:10). 

• “…so that you will know that I, Yahweh, am in this land” (Exod. 8:22). 

• “…so you may know that there is no one like me in all the earth” (Exod. 9:14). 
•  “…so that you may know that the earth is Yahweh’s” (Exod. 9:29). 

• “…that you may know that I am Yahweh” (Exod. 10:2). 
 

For some reason, Yahweh wanted Pharaoh to know something… something that he had not 
figured out up to this point: 

 
“But I have raised you up for this very purpose [Yahweh said to Pharaoh], that I might show 

you my power and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth” (Exod. 9:16). 
 

Yahweh wanted to display his power and name in a world that recognized neither.  Oh 
Yahweh’s power in creation was evident and his very name sustained all of life, but no one 

recognized the ONE, true GOD of heaven and earth. 
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It was sad, really, that it had to come down to the death of all the firstborn of Egypt, including 
the firstborn son of Pharaoh, for Pharaoh to finally recognize Yahweh’s power and name… 

 
I wonder, for your sake as 21

st
 century Americans… do you recognize Yahweh’s power and 

name?  It seems, the longer I watch your tendencies and cultural leanings, you think 
technology and science and stuff is your “god.”  You may not do that consciously, meaning 

you may come to church regularly and worship Yahweh on a Sunday morning, but then you go 
to home and work during the week and worship other stuff—football and gadgets (those are 

Jeremy’s, I know because he told me)… 
 

Or maybe other sports, or your family, your children, access to the internet and its use, nice 
cars, house, or your fancy new addition to the church (don’t tell Jeremy I said that, either). 

 
Perhaps this story might serve as a reminder to Yahweh’s current special people—you all—that 

life is only found in the Creator and Sustainer of the Universe, Yahweh, and not in some metal 
and plastic, glossy display phone that you can text on and talk to other people, and maybe 

even use the internet.  While gadgets and things are not bad, they can be idols if we find our 
hope and fulfillment in life in them rather than in Yahweh. 

 
Maybe I’m wrong… I don’t know… I lived 4,000 – 5,000 years ago… I saw God’s people 

worshipping a Golden Calf.  I know you might think that is really weird and stupid, but to us 
who were steeped in Egyptian tradition, a bull was something that could be tangibly worshiped 

because it was associated with the personality of the king, etc. 
 

I’ve watched American and their football.  You attend a house of worship (a stadium) on a 
Sunday.  You dress up and cheer for the team of your choice (the chosen ones or the enemy).  

And both teams throw around an oblong shaped object covered in COW-hide leather!  If that’s 
not worshipping a cow, I must need to go back to wherever it is that I came from… 

 
 

Anyway, Pharaoh finally let us all go.  All the enslaved Israelites were jumping for joy and 
super excited!  They are letting us go!  We were free!! 

 
For me, however, it was kind of bittersweet.  I don’t know if all of you know my “personal” 
connection with Pharaoh and his family?  You see, when I was a baby, it was Pharaoh’s 

daughter who “drew me out of the water” (that’s what my name, Moses, means).  And I lived 
in the royal house of Egypt for the first 40 years of my life.  They were my family.  I loved 

them.  But I was an Israelite, and I longed for Yahweh to fulfill h is promises to Israel as his 
special nation.  And I was glad that we were finally free.  Seeing my former “family” in pain… 

well, it just made me sad. 
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But we were free. 
Free from slavery. 

Free from bondage. 
Free from oppression. 

 
I can’t tell you how amazing that felt.  

 
We gathered our things—flocks, herds, and livestock (Exod. 12:32, 38). 

 
And we gathered things from the Egyptians.  That was kind of weird, but the Egyptians really 

wanted us to leave so nothing more bad would happen to them, so they willingly gave 
whatever we asked for.  I instructed the Israelites to ask for “articles of silver and gold and for 

clothing” (Exod. 12:35).   
 

There were some 600,000 men on foot, besides women and children. 
 

Pause for some math here: 
 

“Men” meant that they were old enough to marry.  So let’s assume that each man had a wife, 
that would be— 

 
600,000 + 600,000 = 1.2 million 

 
If every couple had one child that would add another 600,000 making it— 

 
1.8 million 

 
But we imagine each family had more than one child. So let’s assume an average of 4 kids per 

household… that’s conservative enough for you? 
That would add another 1.8 million kids to the previous 1.8 million… and if my 2

nd
 grade math 

serves me well that equals— 
 

3.6 million people (give or take a few children and spouse here or there) 
 
3.6 million Israelites.  That’s a lot of people!  Tell me about it! 

 
“When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them on the road through the Philistine 

country, though that was shorter.  For God said, ‘If they face war, they might change their 
minds and return to Egypt.’  So God led the people around by the desert road toward the Red 

Sea.  The Israelites went up out of Egypt armed for battle.” (Exodus 13:17-18 NIV) 
 

You wanna know what my favorite part of this story is?  It’s not the Red Sea thing that 
happens later…although that is mighty cool… 

 
My favorite part is that Yahweh was with us.  And not just with us: 
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“By day Yahweh went ahead of them [Israelites] in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way 
and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light.  Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the 

pillar of fire by night left its place in front of the people.” (Exodus 13:21-22) 
 

Many people think that it was me leading the Israelties out of Egypt, and sure I was the 
“human” in the front.  But it wasn’t me in the lead.  That position belonged to Yahweh. 

 
I wonder, who’s leading your church?  Is it Pastor Mark?  Heath, Tim, Ben, Loretta, Jeremy?  

The “board”.  Special interests.  Or is it Yahweh?  I wish you could see what I can see! 
 

You may not know this or be able to see this, but did you know that your church is a light?  
I’m not talking about the building, I’m talking about the church, the people.  Together you are 

a light.  (Matthew 5:14) 
 

And did you know that your church is a lampstand?  Remember, I’m not talking about the 
building, but the people.  Together you are a lampstand.  (Revelation 1:20). 

 
Did you know that for those with eyes to see, right now, this building (because of the people 

in it) is an enormously bright light, shining and chasing the darkness away.  Together you are 
a light and a lampstand.  You are the body of Christ, on display for the whole world to “see.” 

 
I know that you all love your leaders… or at least I think you do, it’s what I heard.  But they 

are not your “gods”.  They are only human beings with certain gifts that you all find useful to 
help guide this lighted lampstand.  They are not Yahweh. 

 
And if I can offer any advice to you all (and Jeremy did not tell me to tell you this, by the 

way), it would be this: 
 

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength” 
(Deut. 6:5). 

 
Don’t just look to the Pastors in this church to “feed” your heart and soul… if you do, you will 

ALWAYS be frustrated.  You will ALWAYS be thirsty and hungry.  Only Yahweh can truly feed 
and fill what your heart truly longs for. 
 

It ’s what I really wished for the Israelites to “see” as well… 
 

Which reminds me… I need to finish this story. 
 

Yahweh strategically placed the Israelites between the desert and the Red Sea.  He wanted 
Pharaoh to think that the Israelites were out there wandering around and hemmed in by the 

desert, and very attackable. 
 

So that’s exactly what Pharaoh thought.  He grabbed his chariot and took his army with him to 
wipe out the “evil” Israelites. 
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Yahweh told me this: 
“I will gain glory for myself through Pharaoh and all his army, and the Egyptians will know that 

I am Yahweh” (Exod. 14:4). 
 

You know, I’m sure Yahweh had this all figured out and knew what the outcome would be, but 
in my shoes, that plan was a bad idea.  You try being in charge of 3.8 million people you are 

leading around a desert in search of a land promised to an ancestor about 500 years earlier 
with a huge sea right in your way, and then add a crazed, angry Pharaoh who had just lost his 

oldest son, along with his army bearing down on us!  That’s just a recipe for mass chaos!! 
 

The people were absolutely terrified and questioned the whole “exodus” from Egypt and 
freedom idea.  They said they preferred slavery and life to freedom and certain death.  We are 

funny that way, aren’t we? 
 

It was at that moment that Yahweh told me to stretch out my hand with the staff in it and to 
divide the waters of the sea so the Israelites can go through the sea on dry ground. 

 
It was at that moment that the angel of Yahweh (you know pillar of cloud by day and pillar of 

fire by night that was “in front” of us at all t imes), withdrew and went behind us in between 
the armies of Egypt and Israel.  Talk about Yahweh watching our back!! 

 
“Throughout the night the cloud brought darkness to the one side and light to the other side; 

so neither went near the other all night long” (Exod. 14:20). 
 

At that moment I then stretched out my hand over the sea, “and all that night Yahweh drove 
the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land.  The waters were divided, 

and the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and 
on their left” (Exod. 14:21-22) 

 
Can you imagine that?  Didn’t the movie do a good job of depicting it?  It was even better in 

real life!  You could imagine that it took a while to get +/- 3.8 million people through a divided 
sea! 

 
At some point the army of Egypt was able to see again and pursued us.  What happened next 
was all Yahweh! 

 
The Egyptians followed us into the divided sea, toward the end of the night Yahweh looked 

down from the pillar of fire and cloud and threw the army into confusion.  The wheels of their 
chariots came off and they couldn’t drive them anymore. The Egyptian soldiers became afraid 

of the Israelites. 
 

Then Yahweh told me to stretch out my hand again over the sea so that the waters may flow 
back over the Egyptians and their chariots and horsemen (Exod. 14:26).  Not one of them 

survived. 
 

Woah!  We just watched the LORD fighting for us, his people! 
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“That day Yahweh saved Israel from the hands of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians 
lying dead on the shore.  And when the Israelites saw the great power of Yahweh displayed 

against the Egyptians, the people feared Yahweh and put their trust in Moses his servant” 
(Exod. 14:30-31). 

 
I saw the mighty outstretched hand of Yahweh protecting his people that day.  You know, I 

have heard of your “American Revolution”.  For us, the Exodus was our “revolution” … it was 
our fight, actually Yahweh’s fight, for our freedom.  This was the day when we were free!  And 

it was all because of Yahweh and his promises to our ancestors. 
 

You see, I wonder if you fine 21
st
 century American fold ever understand about us Israelites.  

Do you ever wonder why over 2/3 of your Bible tells the stories of our nation, Israel.  What’s 

the big deal?  Why is Yahweh so interested in the people of Israel? 
 

Well, I’ll tell you.  I wrote about it in Exodus 19:4-6… 
 

'You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles' wings and 
brought you to myself. 

5
 Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all 

nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 
6
 you will be 

for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' 

 
[stand up and talk normal, while taking a few things off…] 

 
Yahweh “crafted” and protected his people, Israel, to use them to show the world what he is 

like… and to redeem them for his very own. 
 

It is the same for you, today in this church, you are God’s special people because of Jesus.  
You have been grafted in to the Israel family tree.  And your purpose is the same: to show the 

world what Yahweh is like through your obedience, your holiness, your actions, your worship, 
your whole life. 

 
Does your life show the world around you – friends, co-workers, family, strangers – God? 

 
You know, if all you saw in me was Jeremy, it would be pretty gross.  Left to my own devices, 
I would not look like Jesus.  What I hope you see in me is God working himself out in a broken 

human being. 
 

That’s what God wants to do in you, too.  That’s why he goes to all the trouble of rescuing you 
in the first place. 

 
Let’s pray. 

 
 
 


