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REACH 

Intergenerational 
 

 
[opening prayer] 

 
[video: Jr. High Orchestra | The Skit Guys] 

 
A shy, scrawny, blonde-haired kid in a 3

rd
 grade Sunday school class gave $5 of his own 

money in the offering plate.  His teacher, a Mr. Wendall Hodges was so proud.  Although Mr. 
Hodges probably didn’t know it, this young boy was so inspired by his teacher that he gave 

sacrif icially of his own hard-earned money. 
 

Inspired… 
 

In 4
th
 grade, this same shy boy had another church teacher named Junior Garcia who had a 

big impact on his life.  Mr. Garcia challenged all of the boys in that class to do some 

memorizing work.  Anyone who successfully completed this assignment would get to go with 
Mr. Garcia to the local “Air Show”.  This blond-haired kid was the only one who got to go.  So 

one-on-one, this young boy spent an entire day with Junior watching amazing air planes fly, 
sit in a military helicopter, and eat some good food!  This boy has never, nor never will, ever 

forget that day spent with Junior. 
 

Time… 
 

As a 9
th
 and 10

th
 grader, this same shy, scrawny blonde-haired boy was a full-fledged 

teenager.  The youth group he was involved in at his church was small, perhaps a total of 7 
teenagers were around, and they did not have a youth leader.  An older gentleman on the 

church board would have the youth group over to his house every now and then.  Jim Hunt 
was his name.  Mr. Hunt saw a leadership quality in this shy, scrawny teenager, and tasked 

this blonde-haired kid to plan and lead a youth group outing.  This shy teen had never, ever 
thought about doing such a thing, but if Mr. Hunt thought he could do it, then obviously he 

could.  Although, Mr. Hunt probably doesn’t realize his singular action during that time period 
with this young teen, it had a profound impact on his life.  An older person had believed in 

some sliver of a character trait in this kid and believed in him. 
 

Belief… 
 

In his late teens and early twenties, this now young man, but still shy, scrawny and blonde, 
would help with a local youth group in Moore, OK at a church called Southgate Baptist Church.  

He found it entertaining to spend time building relationships with younger teenagers.  What he 
found more fulfilling was the youth pastor, Mike Mobly, would ask him to do the craziest 

things, like lead the music for the children’s church on Sunday morning with 50 elementary 
students for a half hour!  Or talk about his experiences in dating in front of the whole youth 

group of 30-40 middle and high school students!  On top of that, Mike would ask this shy 
young man what he thought about what he should teach throughout the whole year.  The real 
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kicker was one time, Mike recommended this shy, scrawny, now 22 year-old to speak at a set 
of youth revival services for another church…!  And they would pay him!  Mike Mobly 

challenged this young adult to step out of his “comfort zone” and do what Mike thought, was 
this young man’s calling. 

 
Challenging… 
 
Well, the rest of this young man’s story is a blur, suffice it to say that his story is still being 

written.  But there were a couple more key figures in this young adult’s life. 
 

Another teacher had a remarkable and influential impact on his life, and his name was (and 
still is) Mark.  Mark’s way of teaching and thinking about the Bible really sparked an unused 

chord in this young man’s mind.  He began to think and understand God’s Word and world in a 
whole different way.  Inspired by Mark’s devotion to education about the Bible, this young 

man headed off to Bible college to further satiate that desire to learn more. 
 

Awaken desires… 
 

While at this Bible college another man entered this young man’s world.  Someone who was a 
lot like Mike Mobly and teacher Mark combined.  His name was Steve Patty… Dr. Patty to his 

current students.  Dr. Patty thought and applied Jesus’ methods of discipleship to ministry with 
students in youth groups.  Steve Patty also was a brilliant teacher.  This young man was 

fascinated about this teacher’s ability to capture attention and generate curiosity about any 
given subject.  This shy, scrawny, blonde-haired, goatee-sporting young adult learned all he 

knows about education and how people learn and grow from Dr. Patty’s incredible wisdom and 
experience. 

 
Wisdom… 
 
The men in this young man’s life were key to the character and vocation of this shy, scrawny, 

blonde-haired, goatee-sporting, balding children’s pastor.  Me.  What you see right now in how 
I live my life and what I do with my life is a direct result of the intentional and un-intentional 

actions of adults in my life. 
 
Let me say that again: who I am today is a direct result of the intentional and un-intentional 

actions of various adults in my life. 
 

In the Bible, in the New Testament, Paul left Titus on an island called Crete so that “you might 
straighten out what was left unfinished and appoint elders in every town, as I directed you” 

(Titus 1:5 NIV). 
 

Elders. 
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Paul addresses to Titus what him and the elders and overseerers are to teach: 
 

“Your job is to speak out on the things that make for solid doctrine. Guide older men into lives of 
temperance, dignity, and wisdom, into healthy faith, love, and endurance. Guide older women 
into lives of reverence so they end up as neither gossips nor drunks, but models of goodness. By 
looking at them, the younger women will know how to love their husbands and children, be 
v irtuous and pure, keep a good house, be good wives. We don't want anyone looking down on 
God's Message because of their behavior. Also, guide the young men to live disciplined lives.  

“But mostly, show them all this by doing it yourself, incorruptible in your teaching, your words 
solid and sane. Then anyone who is dead set against us, when he finds nothing weird or 
misguided, might eventually come around.” 

Titus 2:1-8 (MSG) 

Elders.  Who is an elder? 

 
Well, elder sounds like “older”, right?  So maybe anyone who is older is an elder. 

 
 

The dictionary defines ELDER: 
 
1: one liv ing in an earlier period 
2 a: one who is older : senior <a child try ing to please her elders> b: an aged person 
3: one having authority by v irtue of age and experience <the v illage elders> 
4: any of various officers of religious groups 

 
Okay, so we were right earlier… an elder is generally anyone older, and/or someone 
respected.  You don’t have to be OLD to be an ELDER to someone… but just because you are 

“older” does not make you an ELDER 
 

Think about it for a second: 
 

Have you had any ELDERS in your life? 
 

Are you an ELDER for someone? 
 

Or maybe I should rephrase the question: 
 

Have you had any GOOD elders in your life? 
 



Pastor Jeremy Mavis  e: jeremy@hwcyouth.org  
@ Hayward Wesleyan Church p: 715/634-4613 August 2, 2009 

4 

You know, I’ve been around long enough to know that not all elders are good elders.  In fact 
another mentor/elder in my life I haven’t yet mentioned was Mike.  He was my first boss at a 

restaurant I worked at during my junior and senior year of high school.  Do you want to know 
what Mike taught me in that kitchen?  If there are any children in the room, cover your ears… 

no seriously, go like this… 
 

• Mike taught me some really interesting jokes that involved girls and stuff. 
• Mike taught me how to use some really colorful language.  I had heard bad words 

before, but not this much, nor this often, nor used in quite the same way in a variety of 
situations. 

 
Mike was a cool guy (or so it seemed at the time), and I wanted to be like him.  Everyone 

laughed at what he said, so I thought people would laugh when I did it, too.  And they did… I 
did it for a while because it was funny, then I kept doing even when it wasn’t funny anymore.  

Then it got mean and demeaning to others and I still did it.  I had become “like Mike”. 
 

Remember what Paul said to Titus? 

“But mostly, show them all this by doing it yourself, incorruptible in your teaching, your words 
solid and sane. Then anyone who is dead set against us, when he finds nothing weird or 
misguided, might eventually come around.” (Titus 2:7-8) 

I don’t think anyone would have “come around” to Jesus when I was “like Mike”… do you? 
 

Are you “like Mike”? 
 Or are you “Mike” 

 
There were a couple of “Mike-s” in the Bible, you know.  Here’s one example: 
 

• Jacob’s uncle/elder, Laban – Laban tricked his nephew into marrying his older daughter, 
Leah, instead of the one Jacob wanted which was Rachel.  The bad thing about it was 

Jacob had worked for 7 years for Laban to get Rachel, but instead got Leah.  Well, Jacob 
did get Rachel, too, but he had to work another 7 years… fun family dynamics, eh?  Well, 

later Jacob tricked his uncle/elder Laban with his livestock basically breeding them in his 
favor, then Jacob took off.  Jacob became “like Mike” / “like Laban” because that was what 

was modeled to him: “the way you get ahead in life is to trick those you love!”  - not a bad 
way to go I guess, or maybe not. 
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Other examples include: 
 

• Samson and his non-involved parents 

• Eli and his wicked sons, Hophni and Phinehas 
• King David, who slept with another man’s wife then had the man killed because she got 

pregnant, and then David’s whole family kind of went to pot 
 

You want to know what the real kicker is for me about these “Mike-s” in the Bible? 
And maybe for those “Mike-s” in the room… 

 
GOD STILL USES THEM!! 

 
God uses each of them anyway to accomplish his purposes for the whole world.  I don’t know 
about you, but that brings me great comfort… I can have totally and utterly screwed up my 

life, been a “Mike” or “like Mike” and God still thinks he can use me. 
 

So you might be sitting here today, thinking: “…dude, I’m screwed.  There’s no way God can 
use me.  Come judgment day, I’m toast.”  You might be toast, but repentance is not far off.  

The radical thing about this God guy is that he totally loves people who are repentant. 
 

Repentant basically means you were once “Mike” or “like Mike” and now you aren’t.  Simple, 
eh?  Yeah, God is pretty gracious about forgiveness.  You want to know why?  One word: 

 
JESUS. 

 
Yeah, JESUS.  God sent his one and only son to pay the penalty for your “Mike-ness” / 

“Jeremy-ness” = death.  Bummer, eh?  What was a bummer for Jesus is pure joy for you!  
And that’s the point of God’s forgiveness!  No strings attached, simple and straight-forward, 

God wants repentant people! 
 

King David, after he committed adultery and murdered the husband, was confronted by the 
prophet Nathan, sent by God.  King David repented… it’s Psalm 51: 

 
1
 Have mercy on me, O God,  
       according to your unfailing love;  
       according to your great compassion  
       blot out my transgressions.  

 
2
 Wash away all my iniquity  

       and cleanse me from my sin.  

 
3
 For I know my transgressions,  

       and my sin is always before me.  

 
4
 Against you, you only, have I sinned  

       and done what is evil in your sight,  
       so that you are proved right when you speak  

       and justified when you judge.  
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10
 Create in me a pure heart, O God,  

       and renew a steadfast spirit within me.  

 
11
 Do not cast me from your presence  

       or take your Holy Spirit from me.  

 
12
 Restore to me the joy of your salvation  

       and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.  

Here’s the tough part: you have to ask God for forgiveness.  But it ’s okay… go ahead… it’s 

convenient… you’re in church already surrounded by a bunch of people that have done the 
same thing before… ASK.  Go ahead, I’ll give you a moment of silence here… ASK God to 

forgive you for your “Jeremy-ness” 
 

[silence … end silence with prayer] 
 

You know, now that you’ve got things straight with God, you may need to go and ask for 
forgiveness from some people in your life… and make it right. 

 
• Your ex-husband, or ex-wife 

• Some friends 
• Your kids 

• Your mom or dad 
 

 
I think a conversation about being an elder/mentor and having an impact on other people’s 

lives is entirely incomplete if we don’t talk about our own souls and our own need for 
forgiveness. 

 
I remember asking Steve Patty this question that plagued me in college: “Dr. Patty, I’m a 

reprobate!  I know myself!  I’m a despicable, gross, human being incapable of influencing 
children and teenagers because they will want to look like me!  I know myself!”  Dr. Patty 

smiled at me.  I think he might have felt this way before, too!  “Well Jeremy,” he said, “then I 
guess you get to model to them apologies and forgiveness, too.  You get to show them what 

being human is and how God wants us to be human through Him.” 
 

Woah! 
 

And you know what, in a very weird, but simple way, that specific conversation is why I feel 
allowed (thought not always capable) to spend time sharing my life with youth and children 

here in Hayward, even though I’m sinful… “like Mike!”  And, that interaction reminds me, 
almost every day, that I need to be a God-kind-of-human being, just like Jesus was—the God-

man. 
 

And I wonder if that makes things simple for all of us as “elders-in-train ing”, you know, being 
human. 
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Paul, as an elder to Silas and Timothy, writes to the Thessalonians this: 
 

It is clear to us, friends, that God not only loves you very much but also has put his hand on you 
for something special. When the Message we preached came to you, it wasn't just words. 
Something happened in you. The Holy Spirit put steel in your convictions.  

You paid careful attention to the way we lived among you, and determined to live that way 
yourselves. In imitating us, you imitated the Master. Although great trouble accompanied the 
Word, you were able to take great joy from the Holy Spirit!—taking the trouble with the joy, the 
joy with the trouble.  

Do you know that all over the provinces of both Macedonia and Achaia believers look up to you? 

The word has gotten around. Your lives are echoing the Master's Word, not only in the provinces 
but all over the place. The news of your faith in God is out. We don't even have to say anything 
anymore—you're the message! People come up and tell us how you received us with open arms, 
how you deserted the dead idols of your old life so you could embrace and serve God, the true 
God. 

1 Thessalonians 1:4-9 (MSG) 

“We loved you so much that we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God 
but our lives as well, because you became so dear to us” (1 Thessalonians 2:8 NIV). 

 
How YOU live YOUR life is whether you are a good elder or a “Mike” elder. 

Whether you are an ELDER or just OLDER… 
 

Remember earlier I repeated something…?  Who I am today is a direct result of the intentional 
and un-intentional actions of various adults in my life? 

 
Who I am includes the good elders and the “Mike-kind” of elders. 

Who I am includes what elders did on purpose (intentional) or what elders did not do on 
purpose (un-intentionally). 

 
Un-intentional learning: 

 
I have a daughter named Sari that is 2 and ½ .  I think she is the stage of life that is 

commonly referred to as the “terrible 2s”!  The other day, she was doing something bad, it 
never really matters does it?  And I politely told her to stop.  And, she stops.  No, just kidding, 

I don’t know of any 2 year-old that stops!  She looks straight at me and slowly does it again, 
waiting to see what color my face turns to!  And turns a color it does!  “Sari!” I snap, “you are 

going to time-out!”  And I haul her off screaming and kicking as I “gently” place her on the 
time-out bench in her room. 
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Fast-forward a couple of days later.  Sari was playing in our living room on her litt le fold-out 
couch and her 9-month old sister, Macie was crawling her direction.  As I witnessed this scene 

it was eerie!  Sari, almost politely, says “Macie, NO!”  And Macie stops.  Nope, just kidding 
again!  Do you know of a 9-month old who stops when her 2 and ½ year old sister asks?  I 

didn’t think so.  Anyway, Sari then screams and yells and throws a fit, all the while giving 
Macie the stiff-arm treatment.  Where do young, cute, precious girls learn such violence?!  The 

dad, me, then intercedes, “Sari, don’t hit your sister, please.”  And Sari keeps screaming, and 
then proceeds to time-out again. 

 
It dawned on me on Tuesday this week, when my wife and I were driving alone to Eau Claire.  

I asked Amanda, “Do you think Sari gets frustrated so quickly because I get frustrated with 
her so quickly?”  The moment that sentence came out of my mouth, I knew I shouldn’t have 

said it!  Amanda looks over at me with a twinkle in her eye and… I already knew what her 
answer was going to be!  “Probably,” she says sweetly! 

 
Woah, unintentional modeling is powerful.  I say this phrase often to the volunteers in 

children’s ministry and to parents = more is caught than taught.  The more I experience being 
a parent, the more I understand I really never had a clue about that phrase! 

 
In the movie “Secondhand Lions,” a young boy named Walter goes to live with his two colorful 

uncles for the summer.  Walter learns a lot of un-intentional things from his uncles.  He also 
hears some wild tales of their adventures in Africa… 

 
But there was one thing that young Walter craved from his uncle Hub: the what-every-boy-

needs-to-know-about-being-a-man speech… 
 

 
[video: Secondhand Lions – Speech clip] 

 
 

So basically what I’m trying to say is this: 
 

We’re doing this series on Friendship called REACH.  The aspect I’m supposed to talk about is 
how we REACH inter-generationally—between the generations.  Well, in so many words, I’ve 
told you how.  But to put it very simply: 
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• Be Yourself! 

• Be intentional… there are young people in our world that desperately need to hear sound 

wisdom and spiritual instruction, and yes, even friendship. 
• And be un-intentional, knowing that younger eyes are watching and learning! 

o …they’re learning how you to treat their spouse by watching you 
o …they’re learning how to handle the tourists in Hayward based on your comments 

and driving 
o …they’re learning about prejudice and racism from your comments about Native 

Americans or “white people” 
o …they’re learning what it means to be a good (or bad) man or woman, by watching 

your unintentional actions 
 
And make sure that when you are “being yourself”, the yourself you are being, looks a lot like 

Jesus—the God-man.  And if you want to know what Jesus looks like, I’ve got a great book to 
recommend to you… it’s called the Bible!  Particularly the Gospels talk about Jesus a lot! 

 
 

Let’s pray  [pray] 
 

 
Now go, and practice being a good, godly intentional and un-intentional elder.  REACH! 


