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Watching You 
stewarding the rising generation 
 

 
[story] 

Once upon a time there was a young, misbehaving princess who was taken away from her 
royal parents by magic.  Actually, she was taken by a person of magic: The Wise Woman.  

Through a wild set of circumstances, Rosamond (the young misbehaving princess) found 
herself in a meager, common home in a faraway country side, with a shepherd and a 

shepherdess.  This was The Wise Woman’s doing.  You see, she was wise, and new exactly 
what young Rosamond needed to cure her mal-nourished character of spite and spoiled-

rotten-ness. 
 

The day that Rosamond arrived in the home of the shepherd she acted out something fierce.  
When asked to do some basic household chores, she stormed out of the house screaming like 

the spoiled child she was.  The shepherdess calmly spoke to an unusual dog named Prince to 
go and fetch this wretched child.  Prince bounded after the former princess and drug her back 

against her will.  Surprised, unsure of herself, and quite a litt le afraid of Prince, Rosamond 
proceeded to obey the shepherdess’ instructions and requests.  It was amazing though, 

Rosamond and Prince got along splendidly after this first unfortunate encounter.  They 
became fast, best friends. 

 
Later on that day, Rosamond began to return to her old rotten self, and when she had a 

moment alone when she was out in the field, took it upon herself to runaway from this 
wretched family.  “But she had not gone more than a dozen paces, when she heard a growling 

rush behind her, and the next instant was on the ground, with the dog standing over her, 
showing his teeth, and flaming at her with his eyes.  She threw her arms around his neck, and 
immediately he licked her face, and let her get up.  But the moment she would have moved a 

step further from the cottage, there he was in front of her, growling, and showing his teeth.  
She saw it was of no use, and went back with him.” 

 
“Thus was the princess provided with a dog for a private tutor—just the right sort for her.” 

 
“Presently the shepherdess appeared at the door and called her.  She would have disregarded 

the summons, but Prince did his best to let her know that, until she could obey herself, she 
must obey him.” 

 
And so it was “that so long as she neither lost her temper, nor went against orders, she might 

do almost anything she pleased with him.” …with Prince. 
 

Rules. 
Boundaries. 

Limitations. 
Policies. 

Restrictions. 
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Oh how we hate them! 
 

They cramp our style. 
They limit our creativity. 

They hem us in. 
They stop us from doing what we really want to do. 

 
Oh how we hate them! 

 
And yet… 

…Rules. 
…Boundaries. 

…Limitations. 
…Policies. 

…Restrictions. 
 

are meant as discipline for our discipleship. 
are meant as discipline for our good. 

 
It’s easy to think of discipline for a child.  They need to learn that they cannot do whatever 

they want.  There are rules… there are proper ways to do things… and improper ways.  Just 
like in the princess, Rosamond’s case: Prince, the dog, did his best to let her know that until 

she could obey herself, she must obey him. 
 

All of you under 18 years old, listen… children & youth… 
…until you can learn to obey for yourself, you must obey your parents.  Because they are 

teaching and training you to survive eventually as an adult in the real world.  All the rules and 
restrictions and curfews and lectures are not meant to make your life miserable, but to make 

your life better (and more enjoyable).  Contrary to what you might think, your parents do not 
take delight in punishing you.  They do it because they want you to learn that there are 

consequences (good or bad) to the choices you make (good or bad).  Because let me tell you 
this: Once you get out on your own in the real world, the consequences for your mistakes are 

signif icantly greater and more severe than anything your parents can think up.  Your parents 
can’t simulate the feeling you get when you are fired from a job, or the despair you feel when 
you have swiped that credit card one too many times and you see the total amount you owe 

on the next bill.  Discipline produces healthy, knowledgeable, mature people. 
 

Young people: 
 

Ephesians 6:1-3 
“Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  

‘Honor your father and mother’—which is the first 
commandment with a promise—‘that it may go well with you 

and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.’” 
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In other words— 
If you obey, you will live long. 

If you disobey, you will live short. 
 

Parents, adults: 
 

Proverbs 19:18 
“Discip line your son, for in that there is hope; do not be a willing 

party to his death.” 
 

Meaning “death” of character.  There is hope if you discipline. 
 

Proverbs 23:13 
“Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you punish him with the 

rod, he will not die.” 
 

Proverbs 13:24 
“He who spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is 

careful to discipline him.” 
 

The point this wise man is saying is not about whether to use the rod (spanking) or not.  The 
wisdom point is this: if you love your child you will disc ipline him or her because you care 

about how their character is formed. 
 

[story] 
Each child is different.  Believe it or not, I needed lots and lots of spankings growing up.  I’m 

the oldest of five children.  My Dad wore out a few paddles on me.  Did I fear my Dad?  Oh 
yes, I did.  His spankings hurt a lot more than my Mom’s did.  She would always miss and 

either hit my legs or my back!  Let me say this: I know that I would not be the person I am 
today, if it were not for my Father’s discipline.  He provided very clear boundaries for me… 

and my character was formed because of his “loving” discipline. 
 

My wife Amanda, on the other hand… didn’t need spankings like me.  If you know even a litt le 
about my wife, and even a litt le about me… you can see why I needed the spankings and she 
didn’t!  All Amanda’s Dad needed to do was look at Amanda when she did something wrong, 

and she would break down crying, instantly remorseful.  She was her own punishment. 
 

 
Each child is different.  So whether you spank, or ground, or provide limitations and 

boundaries, consequences… whatever you do, discipline your child because you love them. 
 

I love the illustration of the dog Prince and what he did for Rosamond.  Prince provided clear 
boundaries with Rosamond.  The princess knew that if she threw a tantrum or disobeyed a 

request from her caregivers (crossed boundary lines), her beloved dog would correct her.  If is 
she tried to runaway, the dog would bring her back into the clearly defined physical 

boundaries.  Well, once Rosamond learned the boundary lines, she began to flourish and grow 
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and change.  She began to mature and grow into a beautiful princess.  The rotten parts of her 
character had to be chiseled off.  Disciplined. 

 
It’s easy to think of discipline for a developing child isn’t it? 

But what about the adults…? 
what about us? 
 (look most of the room is cringing now, waiting for what’s next☺) 

 

Here we go… 
 

All of you older than 18, listen… 
…once we reach this magical age, we are legally and culturally responsible for ourselves and 

our decisions.  Yeah, we still respect our parents and elders and seek their advice from time to 
time, but we are pretty much on our own… left to our own devices.  We can do whatever we 

want, right?  Younger adults would say: FREEDOM!!  While older adults would say: aaahh, 
there are qualif ications to that, but yes, Freedom. 

 
Just like in the story of the princess and her dog, as long as she refrained from her fits of 

passion and always followed orders, the princess could do almost anything she pleased with 
Prince.  There was freedom amidst boundaries. 

 
I love this picture: freedom amidst boundaries.  It’s so biblical.  It ’s what God wants for us.  

God doesn’t implement rules and restrictions because it so pleaseth Him to see us have no 
funeth!  No.  Father God knows what is outside those boundaries.  He knows the pitfalls and 

the curses and the pain and the anguish from life outside of the boundaries.  He gave us Ten 
Commandments, not to limit our fun (our lives), but to greatly enhance it.  If we all went 

around cheating on our wives, or murdering those we didn’t like, or stealing anything we 
wanted, wouldn’t life in this world be chaotic and entirely out of control?  God provides 

boundaries in order to save us from ourselves. 
 

Do you know the paradox of this thing?  Freedom amidst boundaries.  We tend to think that it 
isn’t really freedom at all if there are limitations.  Interesting.  We would rather tend to think 

that freedom was doing anything and everything we wanted that would plunge our world into 
anarchy and fear.  That would be hell. 

 
The paradox is embracing freedom within boundaries.  Imagine the true freedom that comes 
from this paradox: the boundary lines are set and clear (God’s ways, not our ways)… and then 

you can pretty much do whatever you want inside those boundaries… because whatever you 
want will be good!  Wow!  That sounds like heaven! 

 
But we must embrace discipline, which for adults is very difficult.  But it is very biblical. 

 
Psalm 94:12 

“Blessed is the man you discipline, O Lord, the man you teach from 
your law…” 
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Proverbs 1:7 
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools 

despise wisdom and discipline.” 
 

Proverbs 3:11-12 
“My son, do not despise the Lord’s discipline and do not resent his 

rebuke, because the Lord disciplines those he loves, as a father the 
son delights in.” 

 
Proverbs 5:23 

“He will die for lack of discipline, led astray by his own great folly.” 
 

Proverbs 12:1 
“Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge, but he who hates 

correction is stupid.” 
 

If you don’t embrace discipline, God, through His word, just called you some names: 
 A Fool. 

 Death. 
 Stupid. 

 
I can’t speak for you, but I know myself… I don’t always embrace God’s discipline.  So, He just 

called me: 
 A Fool. 

 Death. 
 Stupid. 

 
Ouch.  That hurts God.  Why did you do that? 

 
Isn’t it amazing that we often direct our hurt toward things other than ourselves when 

something hits home in our lives.  We blame… others… God… you name it.  But not ourselves. 
 

But why would God do such a thing? you may ask. 
Perhaps for our good… 
Perhaps because He loves us like crazy… 

Perhaps He wants us to be like Him—like His Son—Jesus 
 

[video] 
Watch this: 

THE CHISEL SKIT video via “The Skit Guys” (7:12) 
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[questions, reflection] 
 

Are you willing? 
 

Are you willing to allow God to chisel your life and character? 
 

Are you willing to be formed into the very image of God’s Son—Jesus? 
 

Are you willing to accept God’s loving discipline? 
 

 Even though you are an adult? 
 

Have you accepted Jesus Christ as your personal Savior? 
 

Have you ever experienced His love and forgiveness? 
 

Aren’t you grateful that God accepts you the way that you are? 
 

But aren’t you also glad that He loves you way too much to leave you that way? 
 

Can’t you wait to see what God is doing and is going to do in your life? 
 

This is what God wants for you: to be continually formed and chiseled into the image of His 
Son—Jesus 

 
 

[turn] 
 

A month or so ago, Mark knew he was going to be gone this weekend and he asked me to 
speak on a particular subject.  He wanted me to address how to steward the rising generation.  

In other words, how do we disciple, or spiritual develop and form our children and youth.  Well 
that’s right up my alley. 

 
I learned this phrase in my studies in college and it has proven true time and time again— 
 

More is caught than taught. 
 

It ’s simple actually… stewarding the rising generation: 
 

be the person you want your children to be someday and live in front of them… 
be an example… 
be a model. 
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SHEMA= 
Deuteronomy 6:4-9 

“Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Love the Lord 
your God with all of your heart and with all of your soul and with all 

of your strength.  These commandments that I give you today are 
to be upon your hearts.  Impress them on your children.  Talk 

about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the 
road, when you lie down and when you get up.  Tie them as 

symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads.  Write 
them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. 

 
� Love God with everything (your heart, soul, and strength). 

� Keep God’s commandments close to your heart (letting them really affect you and not just 
mere words). 

� Impress them on your children (you must pass along the ways of God). 
� And embody them. 

� Be a God-person everywhere (whether you’re at home or driving or sleeping or awake).  
� Put reminders all around you (tattoo it to your forehead or write it on your hand) or on the 

walls of your home. 
 

Is it difficult to be disciplined by God and live as an example? 
Sure it is… you just saw the video. 

 
1 Peter 2:21 

“To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving 
you an example, that you should follow in his steps.” 

 
You will suffer.  God wants you to suffer in order to be an example to those beginning and 

maturing in the faith.  An example to those younger than you, and perhaps even to those 
older than you. 

 
Titus 2:6- 

“…encourage the young men to be self-controlled.  In everything 
set them an example by doing what is good.  In your teaching 
show integrity, seriousness and soundness of speech that cannot 

be condemned…” 
 

1 Timothy 4:12 
“Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but 

set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith 
and in purity.” 

 
Be an example that is worthy to be followed. 
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Paul said: 
1 Corinthians 11:1 

“Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.” 
 

More is caught than taught. 
 

NOT: do as I say, not as I do 
 

More is caught than taught. 
 

You never know who is watching you… 
[music video] 

Watch this closely: 
“Watching You” by Rodney Atkins (4:00) 

 
 

Powerful, isn’t it? 
 

• A boy and his father. 
• A mother and her daughter. 

• Grandparents and their grandchildren. 
• A teacher and her student. 

• A coach and his team. 
• A pastor and his flock. 

 
All of them watching you all the time. 

 
[lyrics] 

He said, I’ve been watching you, dad ain’t that kool? 
I’m your buckaroo, I want to be like you. 

And eat all my food and grow as tall as you are. 
We got cowboy boots and camo pants 

(We like fixin’ things and holding moma’s hand) 
(By then I’ll be strong as superman) 

Yeah, we’re just alike, hey, ain’t we dad 
(Yeah, we’re just alike, hey, ain’t we dad) 

(We’ll be just alike, hey, won’t we dad) 
I want to do everything you do. 

(When I can do everything you do) 
So I’ve been watching you. 

(‘cause I’ve been watchin’ you) 
 

That’s a lot of pressure!  Someone watching you like that all the time!  You better believe it is!  
You know, anything worthwhile is going to take a lot of work and a lot of pressure! 

 
Do you think that boy is going to grow up all right?  Most likely, yes! 
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[connecting everything, loosely] 
 

Have you connected the beginning of this message and the end of it, yet? 
 The discipline part 

  and the example part? 
 

Does that make sense?  As a parent or a teacher or a friend or a coach or a even a neighbor 
our concern should be: are we being who God wants us to be – chiseled and disciplined and 

formed into the image of His Son?  And then we are to live our lives as shin ing lights and 
examples for our children and youth in this community to follow. 

Can just one person do it alone?  Not really. 
 

Can a community of people who are committed to accepting and enduring the Lord’s discipline 
do it?  Yes, really! 

 
Together we can. 

 
Embrace God’s discipline and be an example 

 
In Jesus’ name. 

 
Let’s pray. 
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[if t ime allows] 
There is so much more that I could and want to say about this subject.  So much more 

specific things that I just couldn’t fit in to one message.  I live this and breathe this stuff each 
and every day.  And am very passionate about seeing our children and youth be transformed 

by Jesus, living wisely, and responsible stewards of God’s ongoing story in the world. 
 

One thing that I will say as your children’s pastor, as the community children’s pastor: Our 
world doesn’t pull its own weight in teaching and modeling to our children and youth about 

the ways of God.  In fact it is horrible at it.  Our culture is more interested in how much 
money it can extract from our student’s hands (via your wallet); creating and sustaining an 

insatiab le thirst for more and better entertainment (TV, video games, theme parks, etc.); and 
keeping them busy for all of the waking hours in a day (sports, after school programs, events, 

clubs, etc.). 
 

I’m not crit icizing any one thing over the other (although there are some things that are 
inherently bad that we need to protect our children from). 

 
The point I want to make is this: Our students are immersed in the ways of the world 

exponentially more than they are immersed in the ways of God.  Remember: more is caught 
than taught. 

 
Think, how much does my family need to be watching TV? 

 …how much does my family need to be playing countless sports? 
 …how much does my family need to be kept busy all the time? 

 
My encouragement as a children’s advocate in the Hayward community is be intentional with 

the time you spend with your family and make sure it is strategic.  Make sure that something 
eternally important isn’t being missed in the pursuit of raising your children. 

 
This isn’t a plea for more students to join our “church” things, although we are extremely 

intentional about how we immerse the students into the ways of God.  Moreover, it is a plea to 
do something.  Again, make sure something isn’t eternally missed in the fast pace of our lives. 

 
I want my future child to see her Dad on his knees often praying.  I want the children in this 
community to follow my example, as I follow the example of Jesus Christ. 

 
And you should want that, too. 

They are all WATCHING YOU!! 


