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When Heaven Came Down and Kissed the Earth 
The Word Became Flesh | John 1:14 
 

 
[video: “In the Beginning” 2:33min] 
 
“You were born to abolish death 
 In human form made manifest 
When heaven came down 

 And kissed the earth 
Son of Man, Creator God 

 A new creation was born to us 
When heaven came down 

 And kissed the earth”  Lyrics from “When Heaven Came Down” by Dutton 
 
 
John 1:14 NIV 
“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory 
of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 
 
John 1:14 MSG 

“The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood. We saw the glory with 
our eyes, the one-of-a-kind glory, like Father, like Son, Generous inside and out, true from 

start to finish.” 
 

Word. Flesh. Dwelling among us. Glory. One & Only. Father. Grace. Truth. 
 
How much t ime do we have? 30 minutes? Okay, let’s see if we can do this! 

 
Let ’s start w ith why John wrote John (Loretta mentioned this a couple of weeks ago): 

 
John 20:31 NIV 
“But these things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that by believing you may have life in his name.” 
 
Belief and Life. Okay, got it . Let’s move on to the word “Word”. 

 
I think we’ve covered that the “Word” means Jesus, right? And if you remember what Pastor 

Mark taught a month ago, Jesus the Word was with God in the beginning, he was God, and 
through him all things were made. 
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So that would mean that when God spoke the world into existence… 
 
Genesis 1:3 NIV 
“And God said: ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light” 

 
…that the “word” that God said was “Jesus” … that Jesus was the Word that created 

everything: 
 

Colossians 1:15-17 NIV 
“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by him all things were 
created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or 
rulers or authorit ies; all things were created by him and for him. He is before all things, and in 
him all things hold together.” 
 

Wow. Not only was Jesus the Word that created everything (and this passage makes it clear 
that it was EVERYTHING), he is “before all things and in him all things hold together” (1:17), 

which means he is in charge of EVERYTHING and he sustains EVERYTHING. 
 

That might be a new reality for some of you sitting in this room this morning: Jesus is the 
Boss of EVERYTHING and his Word, his being, his essence, holds EVERYTHING together. 
 
Maybe some of us think that it’s the 23.5 degree t ilt  of our earth as it spins on its axis that 
allows the gravitat ional force constantly applying pressure on matter which keeps it from flying 
off into outer space. Maybe that gravitat ional force is Jesus the “Word”? 

 
Maybe some of think that the building blocks of our universe, matter, which consists of billions 

and billions of spinning atoms and even greater number of subatomic part icles, that 
constitutes everything we see. Maybe the “Word” spins the atoms that make up the essence of 

matter and everything we see in this world. 
 
The further in quantum physicists look (at the micro level) and the further out  astronomers 
go (at the macro level), they are continually discovering that the vastness of the universe and 
the denseness of the subatomic level, is beyond human comprehension. Things at the macro 
and micro level don’t behave like they are supposed to in our empirical, normal reality. 
 
Interest ing. It seems to me that anytime I’ve ever tried to comprehend Jesus, he doesn’t 
behave (or respond) like anything close to my normal, empirical reality. In fact, he usually 
asks me to do things that are out of this world! 
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Things like: 
 

• forgive someone who hurt me (no matter how deeply, or simply), especially when they 

absolutely deserve it 
o NO, WE SAY THEY DON’T DESERVE IT. THEY NEED TO SUFFER FOR A WHILE 

SO THEY KNOW HOW I’VE SUFFERED 

 
My two girls fight sometimes. Typically what’s been happening lately is Macie, 

our youngest, w ill hit Sari (our oldest) for something. Sari w ill cry, Macie will get 
put in time-out, it ’s really a joy to be a parent! Here’s the interest ing part: After 
talking with Macie, she’ll have to go apologize to Sari. Macie always tries to hug 
Sari when she’s apologizing, and most of the t ime, Sari doesn’t want to have 
anything to do with her hug or her apology… she doesn’t want to forgive 
(especially when the offense and the apology occur so close to each other) 

 
it ’s difficult to forgive isn’t it? 

 
• have compassion on those who are poor, disabled, and disregarded, especially those 

who can st ill help themselves, but for whatever reason choose not to 
o NO, WE SAY THEY DON’T DESERVE IT. THEY NEED TO TAKE CARE OF 

THEMSELVES OR WE ARE GOING TO KEEP HAVING TO CONTINUALLY HELP 
THEM OVER AND OVER AND OVER AGAIN. 
 

• See where my kids could be behaviorally instead of where they are currently, especially 

when they are throwing a ginormous temper tantrum over not having milk in their 
marshmallow cereal 

o NO, I SAY THEY DON’T DESERVE IT. I’M YOUR DAD AND YOU HAVE TO LISTEN 
TO ME AND I’M MAD AT YOUR HORRIBLE BEHAVIOR AND YOU’RE IN TIME-OUT 

FOR 30 MINUTES! 
 
In Jesus’ world, EVERYTHING (and I do mean everything) is turned upside-down and almost 
the opposite of what we “empirically” think it should be. 
 
Jesus is the Boss of EVERYTHING and he holds EVERYTHING together. 

 
Maybe it is not that God spoke (past tense) the world into existence, maybe God is speaking 

(present tense, continual present tense) the world into existence… and that speaking is the 
“Word” Jesus… 

 
Jesus is the “Word” 
 
“You were born to abolish death,  In human form made manifest 
When heaven came down, and kissed the earth 
Son of Man, Creator God, a new creation was born to us 
When heaven came down, and kissed the earth” 
  Lyrics from “When Heaven Came Down” by Dutton 
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John 1:14 NIV 
“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory 
of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 
 

John 1:14 MSG 
“The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood. We saw the glory with 

our eyes, the one-of-a-kind glory, like Father, like Son, Generous inside and out, true from 
start to finish.” 

 
Flesh. Umm, this is kind of easy, so for now we are going to skip it, and maybe come back to 
it later. 
 
Made his dwelling among us. Glory. These two go kind of hand-in-hand. 
 

In the Old Testament, the glory of God, Shechinah Glory as it was called, was the visib le 
presence of God among his people—Israel. 

 
Exodus 13:21 NIV 

“By day the LORD went ahead of them [Israel] in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way 
and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so they could travel by day or night.” 
 
The young nation of Israel, the called-out ones, the special people of God, could actually see 
the manifested presence of God. Wild, eh?! 
 

Later, at Mount Sinai, upon completion of the Tabernacle (the portable house/tent of the 
LORD), the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle: 

 
Exodus 40:34-38 NIV 

“Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the 
tabernacle. Moses could not enter the tent of meeting because the cloud had sett led on it, and 
the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 
 
“In all the travels of the Israelites, whenever the cloud lifted from above the tabernacle, they 
would set out; but if the cloud did not lift, they did not set out—until the day it lifted. So the 
cloud of the LORD was over the tabernacle by day, and fire was in the cloud by night, in the 
sight of all the Israelites during all their travels.” 
 
I st ill can’t get over how lucky the Israelites were! They could SEE the glory of God! The 
visible, act ive presence of the LORD! 

 
It ’s interest ing to note that later in the book of John, the author records Jesus’ words to 

Thomas, the doubter: 
 

John 20:29 NIV 
“Then Jesus told him, ‘Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet have believed.’”   Interest ing… 
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But I don’t know if the people of God thought they were lucky back in the OT. The Shechinah 
Glory was nothing to mess around with. When Moses was interact ing with the LORD on Mount 
Sinai, the glory of the LORD looked, to the Israelites, like a consuming fire (Exodus 24:17). 
Not just a simple fire, but a consuming fire. What does a consuming fire do, you ask? 

 
Leviticus 10:1-2 NIV 

“Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu took their censers, put fire in them and added incense; and 
they offered unauthorized fire before the LORD, contrary to his command. So fire came out 

from the presence of the LORD and consumed them, and they died before the LORD.” 
 
Numbers 11:1 NIV 
“Now the people complained about their hardships in the hearing of the LORD, and when he 
heard them his anger was aroused. Then fire from the LORD burned among them and 
consumed some of the outskirts of the camp.” 

 
Woah! This consuming fire is nothing to mess around with! 

 
Last year, in Main Street Sunday School, we were walking the students through these stories 

in the OT. When we got to the part about the “glory of God” I was trying to think of a way to 
describe it that would make sense to them. The atomic bomb. The glory of God is akin to a 
nuclear device residing in the center of your world, the camp, and every now and then, 
because of disobedience, it goes off! It gives a whole new appreciat ion for the term “the fear 
of the LORD!” 
 

The glory of God… wildly unpredictable! Glory could be the LORD’s presence… or it could be 
the LORD’s judgment. 

 
Further in the OT Scriptures, glory is described in quite different terms: 

 
Psalm 19:1 NIV 
“The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of your hands.” 
 
Psalm 33:6-9 NIV 
“By the word of the LORD the heavens were made,  
   their starry host by the breath of his mouth.  
He gathers the waters of the sea into jars;  
   he puts the deep into storehouses.  
Let all the earth fear the LORD;  
   let all the people of the world revere him.  

For he spoke, and it came to be;  
   he commanded, and it stood firm.” 

 
Not only was glory about the “heavens” of creation, the macro level, but also the human/micro 

level: 
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Psalm 139:1-2, 13-16 NIV 
“You have searched me, LORD,  
   and you know me.  
You know when I sit and when I rise;  

   you perceive my thoughts from afar. 
 

“For you created my inmost being;  
   you knit me together in my mother’s womb.  

I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made;  
   your works are wonderful,  
   I know that full well.  
My frame was not hidden from you  
   when I was made in the secret place,  
   when I was woven together in the depths of the earth.  

Your eyes saw my unformed body;  
   all the days ordained for me were written in your book  

   before one of them came to be.” 
 

And this is in the context of Wisdom in Proverbs: 
 
Proverbs 30:24-28 NIV 
“Four things on earth are small,  
   yet they are extremely wise:  
Ants are creatures of litt le strength,  

   yet they store up their food in the summer;  
[rock badger, or coney] are creatures of litt le power,  

   yet they make their home in the crags;  
locusts have no king,  

   yet they advance together in ranks;  
a lizard can be caught with the hand,  
   yet it is found in kings’ palaces.” 
 
Glory. 
 
And what about “made his dwelling among us”? The phrase “made his dwelling” literally 
means tabernacled. Wild, eh? 
 
John 1:14 NIV 
“The Word became flesh and [tabernacled] among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of 

the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 
 

The very glory of God revealed in Jesus, tabernacled, set up shop, “moved into the 
neighborhood” (MSG). 
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“You were born to abolish death 
 In human form made manifest 
When heaven came down 
 And kissed the earth 

Son of Man, Creator God 
 A new creation was born to us 

When heaven came down 
 And kissed the earth”  Lyrics from “When Heaven Came Down” by Dutton 

 
 
Let ’s see where we are: 
 
Word. Flesh. Dwelling among us. Glory. One & Only. Father. Grace. Truth. 
 

Well, we’ve got 3 of the 8. 
 

Let ’s take a look at the “became flesh” and see where we end up from there… 
 

“And this is the good news 
 Our God became one of us 
And this is the good news 
 The God of the Universe became a man 
 To stand in the gap for us 
When heaven came down 

 And kissed the earth”   Lyrics from “When Heaven Came Down” by Dutton 
 

John 1:14 NIV 
“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory 

of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 
 
[video: “Fully Human, Fully God” Skit Guys 2:00min] 
 
Hebrews 4:14-16 NIV 
“Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of 
God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable 
to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just 
as we are—yet he did not sin. Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so 
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our t ime of need.” 
 

Think about it: the God of the universe became a man. All that glory, all that awesome 
splendor and raw power is contained, encased, wrapped, laid down, in a frail, broken, human 

container. 
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Philippians 2:7-8 NIV 
“Who, being in very nature God, 
   Did not consider equality with God 
   Something to be grasped, 

 
“rather, he made himself nothing  

by taking the very nature of a servant,  
   being made in human likeness.  

 
“And being found in appearance as a man,  
   he humbled himself  
   by becoming obedient to death—  
      even death on a cross!” 
 

And I got to tell you, that the glory of God does not refer to just his created splendor or his 
awesome power… it also refers to his utter humility and willingness to suffer at our 

human/flesh hands, and let himself (the God who created all the macro and all the micro) be 
killed on a rough, Roman cross. 

 
“You were nailed to the tree of life 
 And all creation was just ified 
When heaven came down 
 And kissed the earth 
Son of Man, Redeemer God 

 The Holy Spirit was sent to us 
When heaven came down 

 And kissed the earth”   Lyrics from “When Heaven Came Down” by Dutton 
 

Behold, the uncomprehendable God, laying his life down at our hands, is GLORIFICATION. 
Jesus was glorified! 
 
Philippians 2:9-11 NIV 
“Therefore God exalted him to the highest place  
   and gave him the name that is above every name,  
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,  
   in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,  
   to the glory of God the Father.” 
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John 1:14 NIV 
“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory 
of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 
 

John 1:14 MSG 
“The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood. We saw the glory with 

our eyes, the one-of-a-kind glory, like Father, like Son, Generous inside and out, true from 
start to finish.” 

 
What are you going to do with this human God? 
 
The sacrifice of Jesus, humility, and glory of God calls for a response from us… begs a 
response. 
 

What are you going to do with Jesus? 
 

Remember: 
 

John 20:31 NIV 
“But these things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that by believing you may have life in his name.” 
 
How will you, give up your flesh, your life, so you can find life in Jesus the Word? 
 

Believe the good news: heaven came down and kissed the earth! 
 

 
Let ’s pray… 

 
Benedict ion: 
 
[audio: “When Heaven Came Down” by Dutton 4:46] 


